ovember-december 1965 50t 


ee |DEALITE 


lightweight aggregate 
concrete increased 


usable area by 10% e e 


Piel, Slater. Small & Spenst 
architect 


The continuous ramp parking ga- 
rage for the Western Farm Bureau 
Life Insurance building in Denver 
utilizes 63-foot clear spans of post- 
tensioned Idealite lightweight con- 
erete. The clear spans and the 
efficiency of the continuous ramp 
facilitate customer self- parking 
and provides space for 251 cars in 
11,000 square feet. If you are con- 
sidering the construction of a park- 
ing garage, warehouse, apartment, 
office building or other such struc- 
ture, investigate the advantages of 
Idealite concrete. It's strong, yet 
light in weight; 3047 less than nor- 
mal concrete. It offers superior in- 
sulating and acoustical properties, 
as well as low moisture absorption 
and low shrinkage. 
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Producers of Idealite Lightweight Aggregate 
for Concrete and Concrete Products 


806 Boston Building » Phone 534-5144 
Denver, Colorado 80202 
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500 Phoenix Ave. N.W. Station B, Box 6007 


Albuquerque, New Mexico 


PRE-STRESSED CONCRETE 


from 


TOP 
to 


BOTTOM 


"THREE CHEERS” 
for 
PRE-STRESSED 
CONCRETE 


p 了 
HYDRO CONDUIT CORPORATION 


{ , 2800 SECOND 5Т., SW • ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 
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Showrooms 


G Sales Offices 


CREGO BLOCK CO., Inc. 


Manufacturers of the finest Autoclave Blocks in New Mexico 


Meeting or surpassing ASTM minimum code requirements 


6026 Second, N.W. 


Albuquerque 
344-3475 (505) 


FOR 
EFFICIENT 


TWO-WAY 
TRAFFIC 


S lutomatic Sliding Entrances 


New Mexico 
87107 


THROUGH 
A SINGLE 
|DOORWAY- 


Series 1000 AUTO-SLIDE: Complete with doors that 
swing open for emergency use. 


Series 5000 SLIMLINE: Compact, narrow-line con- 
struction; especially suitable for small shops. 


+ Savings in floor space. 

* Low initial and low mainte- 
nance costs, 

* No safety carpets needed. 

* Two-way traffic through a 
single door, 

* Positive one-way traffic 
possible using one operat- 
ing carpet. 


Aesthetically clean. No 
guard rails or barrier ropes 
required. 

Sliding doors avoid wind 
or stack problems. 
Reduced costs of air-con- 
ditioning and heating. 
Sliding motion of door is 
safer. Can be operated 
manually, 


ARCHITECTS — BUILDERS 


Visit Our Showrooms—displaying such 
products as; 


€ Normal, cll size 
€ "SLUMPROK" Do. 


faced hollowcore only by 


CREGO. Soft shadows 6 highlights, in 4 colors. 

€ SPECIAL, Lightweight (25%) ia Block with 1” 
sidewalls — extra large cores — only by CREGO 
—See Photo 


€ SHADOW, Sculpered 6 Sun Screen blocks in all 


sizes and varieties 


€ Miscellaneous materials of interest 


Stanley also offers a complete line of famous MAGIC- 
DOOR? operators (pneumatic, hydraulic, electric), con- 
trols and accessories for doors that swing, slide or fold. 


PAE MAW 
AN UNOBSTRUCTED OPENING 


FROM 2½ to 8' WIDE 


STOCKING DISTRIBUTOR AND 
FACTORY TRAINED INSTALLERS 


WELCH-ERWIN 


CORPORATION 


4019 C EDITH BLVD. N.E. 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 
P. O. BOX 681 PHONE 344-3547 
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HAM M ! 


p^ 


This attractive home is built with 8 x 4 x 16 Atlas White Mission Masonry 


Atlas Mission Masonry is well adapted to building in the Spanish architectural style so popular 
in the Southwest. Painting is not required; available in various shades 


Don't settle for a substitute . . 


A DIVISION OF 


NEW MEXICO SCHOOL AND 
OFFICE SUPPLY COMPANY 


Distributor of 
Herman Miller Furniture 


Visit our display rooms 
at 
509 Second Street, NW 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
(505) 247-0263 


Furniture groupings for 


the standur 
worker, the 


sitdown worker, the : 
or the percher are as 
edification 


Researched and developed 
by Robert Probst, Director of 


Herman Miller's Research Division. 


straddler 


sembled for your 


6 


. build with Atlas Mission Masonry. 


Call collect for information ond prices to 
Walter Frank, 772-1451, El Paso. 


BUILDING PRODUCTS CO. 


200 N GLENWOOD œ EL PASO, TEXAS 79905 


A new world in which to work 
The ACTION OFFICE 


Photo shows a sitdown worker's grouping 
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Design by George Nakon 
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Photographers and 


camera carriers take note 


a 2nd COMPETITION 


For the second time, but now in conjunction with 
next year's AIA regional conference, NEW MEXICO 
ARCHITECTURE announces its photography contest. 
Since the theme of the forthcoming regional conference, 
which will be held in Santa Fe in October of next year, 
is DESIGN FOR PEOPLE, it seems appropriate that the 
photography contest also adhere to this subject. 

Photographs of structures in the entire six-state 
Western Mountain Region are eligible, and the contest 
is open to anyone in the area. 

A great deal of our building scene disappears each 
year under the pressure of real estate values and 
growth. While this is often necessary and sometimes 
an improvement, a bit of the past disappears. Unless it 
has been recorded in photographs or drawings, a portion 
of history is lost. In most instances the building that 
is destroyed is not of historical or great architectural 
significance. But even a piece of architectural verna- 
cular records cultural attitudes and economic condi- 
tions which have helped shape our society. 

Thus an on-going effort by the NMA in the form 
of an annual competition seems in order. The rules are 
simple, the judging flexible. An exhibition of the sub- 
missions will be presented at the Fifteenth Annual 
Conference of the AIA'S Western Mountain Region in 
Santa Fe, October, 1966 


RULES: 


1) The competition is open to all: architects, profes- 
sional and amateur photographers, adults, children. 


2) The subject matter must concern itself with man- 
made structures and buildings constructed within the 
boundaries of the Western Mountain Region. All struc- 
tures are eligible: bridges, homes, barns, sheds, office 
buildings, hotels, hospitals, irrigation structures, dams, 
powerhouses, patios, building pieces or details—in short, 
any man-made structure from pre-history to the not-yet 
finished. In keeping with the Conference theme, how- 
ever, emphasis should be on DESIGN FOR PEOPLE. 


3) Color or black and white photographs are accept- 
able, but prints must be a minimum of 5" x 7". Larger 
sizes or other proportions are acceptable and even 
solicited 


4) All photographs must be identified as to location 
and must have the name of the photographer and date 
the picture was taken placed upon the back 


5) No submissions can be returned 


5) NEW MEXICO ARCHITECTURE reserves the right 
to exhibit any or all submissions in its publication. Full 
credit will always be given the photographer. 


7) Deadline for submissions is October 1, 1966. This is 
almost a year away, and it should provide an incentive 
for some excellent picture-taking 


8) Send all entries to John Conron, P. O. Box 935, 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
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BEFORE 
YOU BUILD 
OR REMODEL... 


Get the facts about 


a 
SIDING 


LABOR SAVING EXTERIOR FINISH 
GOES UP FAST, REDUCES WASTE 


Made from tough wood fiber bonded with ther- 
moplastic resin, Armstrong siding offers many 
advantages. It saws and nails easily . . . it resists 
buekling, bowing and splitting. There's no grain, 
no knots, and practically no waste. Two factory- 
applied prime paint coats save time and money. 
3 DESIGNS 

8, 10 and 12 inch 

horizontal lap siding 

in 16' lengths; verti- 

cal grooved and ver- 

tical plain panels in 

Ax8' sheets. A 

thick. All А 

ways in stock. 


LUMBER 


4100 FOURTH STREET, N.W. 
344-3434 


Specify Hydronics ... 


The science of heating and 
cooling with liquids 


Your building and your clients 
deserve Hydronies e It allows 
freedom of design and is easily 
installed in any construction 
material e Client satisfaction 
through delivered comfort per- 
formance e Cleanliness built in 
mechanical durability and long 
life e Economy through low own- 
ing, operating and construction 
cost e 


NEW MEXIGO PIPE TRADES INDUSTRY PROGRAM 
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TheNew Mexico State Capitol 


by David Gebhard 


At and just before the turn of the century the 
influential American architectural publication The 
Architectural Record used to publish a series en- 
titled "Architectural Aberrations." Through a critical 
text and all too revealing photographs, it aptly 
pointed its finger at the numerous nonsensical build- 
ings then being constructed throughout America. 
As the writers of these series of articles continually 
pointed out, these buildings were not aberrations 
because of a lack of taste or perception on the part 
of the client, rather they were almost solely the 
result of the architect's decision. 


While the general as well as the professional 
architectural presses have long since abandoned 
both their interest and courage to objectively ap- 
praise the buildings and the urban schemes around 
us, our physical environment is as plagued as ever 
with "architectural aberrations.” If one is at all 
sensitive to the visual world and even more, if one 
participates to one degree or another in this world, 
it is not long before resignation and despair set in. 
Such despair is not really a direct outcome of the 
confused physical environment which is being 
created at an ever increasing rate, rather it is a 
result of the anti-rationalism of the whole affair. 
Nowhere is this more apparent than in larger master 
planning, whether for a complex of buildings or a 
scheme for a whole populous county. Literally, be- 
fore the ink is dry and the official public body has 
accepted the plans, changes are initiated, not 
changes which modify this or that detail, carrying 
on the spirit of the original plan, but modifications 
which in essence completely disregard the basic 
concept of the plan. The master plan then becomes 
a fake, artificial window dressing, behind which the 
same irrationality and subterfuge continue on their 
old course. Consciously or unconsciously the es- 
tablished order is as intellectually dishonest in its 
approach and use of most master plans as it is in 
its pragmatic day to day activities. 


An all too typical example of this is what has 
been happening over the past few years to the 
master planning for the New Mexico State Capitol, 
In 1963, Architects Associated of Santa Fe pre- 
pared for the New Mexico State Planning Office, 
a twenty-year development plan for the State Capi- 
tol complex. (See “New Mexico Architecture” Jan.- 
Feb. 1963). The basic recommendations of this re- 
port were accepted by the appropriate governmental 
body. In 1964 and 1965 the same commission pro- 
ceeded to implement a program for *the area." 
Several new reports were drawn up, all of which 
totally disregarded the core recommendations of 
the original master plan. The commission was ad- 
vised and supported in its recommendations by a 
local architectural firm, whose work has never really 
had anything to do with the world of architecture. 


This firm published a report "The State of New 
Mexico Capitol Expansion, Santa Fe, New Mexico 
1965 through 2010" which substituted a new master 
plan for that which had previously been accepted. 
This same firm was also engaged to design the 
new Legislative and Executive Building. An edi- 
torial in the March-April, 1964, New Mexico Archi- 
tecture has aptly pointed out that the design of 
this building has nothing whatsoever to do with 
architecture. — it is simply non-architecture, and 
nothing else. But even more of an "architectural 
aberration” is the revised site planning for the Capi- 
tol complex. Literally, not one of the meaningful 
aspects of the first plan has been retained. In 
principle, there is nothing wrong with a totally new 
concept being substituted for an older one, but 
the substitute plan, like the building which has 
been produced, is simply meaningless. 


The original master plan seriously attempted to 
solve the basie problems which face any planner. 
How should this new complex fit into the existing 
layout of buildings and into the city of Santa Fe? 
How could the site and the buildings it contains 
become a part of the existing community and how 
could it make a real contribution to the community? 
In answer to these questions, the original plan let 
the City and the Capitol complex intermingle in a 
truly organic fashion. The Capitol complex was 
conceived of as a total connected whole, but equally 
it was thought of as a segment of the larger urban 
environment of Santa Fe. The substituted plan has 
not even recognized that this is a problem to be 
faced. What it does propose is a complete sepa- 
ration. between the environment of the Capitol 
complex and the City. The furtherance of this sep- 
aration is not an evidence of a strong belief which 
the designer holds on the subject, rather it is evi- 
dence of the basic nature of his whole approach 
— — — that of working from one expediency to 
another. 


The original plan suggested a general environ- 
ment which created courts and patios, and plant- 
ings which would, because of their intimacy and 
scale, invite people to use and experience the new 
Capitol complex. While the automobile with its 
traffic and parking needs was realistically faced in 
the first report, the substituted scheme advances 
the cause of Detroit by making it mandatory that 
one approach the building only by auto; if one 
wishes to simply look at the buildings, one must 
see them over the tops of hundreds of parked auto- 
mobiles. Nor did this substitute scheme sense that 
the two streets, Galisteo and Don Gaspar, which 
presently run north and south through the Capitol 
complex, add little to the needs of the automobile. 
These streets hinder rather than help the traffic 
flow, and they almost completely destroy the ability 
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Ladies fall in love 
with our 
Quality Hardware Lines 


Schlage 


- AJAX GABINET HARDWARE 
- LON DOOR CLOSERS 
- K&V SHELF HARDWARE 


COMPLETE DISPLAYS AT 


1965 
= 2/0, company 


-- EDITH YARD -- 


"m 


3825 Edith, N.E. Phone 345-2511 


COMMON HOLLOW 
BRICK STRUCTURAL 
FACE TILE 


BRICK SCR and HOLLOW 
BRICK 


distributors for 


acme 
BRICK COMPANY 


KINNEY BRICK 
COMPANY, INC. 


P. O. Box 86 
Ph. 877-4550 
Office at Brick G Tile Works 
5 Miles South on Second Street 


Albuquerque, New Mexico 


AND 
HEAT... 


The largest pavilion at the New 
York World's Fair? Or the world's 
busiest airport? Or New Mexico's 
tallest building? Or a 25-acre 
shopping center? Or a modern high 
school? Or your own home? 


If you want the job done right 
do it with gas. 


In homes, businesses, factories, 

schools — wherever there is a need for 
climate control — the demand for depend- 
able gas is growing! Gas-fired equipment is 
produced today by more manufacturers than 
ever before. From small residential units to 
giant industrial systems, gas equipment is 
dependable, efficient, safe, compact, flexible 
— the most economical and longest-lasting 
of all heating and cooling systems. 
It is gas which cools and heats... the Ford 
pavilion and 28 other major pavilions at the 
New York World's Fair, New York Inter- 
national Airport, the Bank of New Mexico's 
skyscraper, Rushfair shopping center in El 
Paso, beautiful El Paso Technical High 
School, and many of the finest homes all 
across the country. Think about it. 


GAS 


COMPANY 


NMA November-December '65 


to weld the buildings and their environment into 
a visual whole. 

Although the first Master Plan had in no way 
set down a specific architectural style, it did sug- 
gest that a non-eclectie style should be developed 
which would be in rapport with the architectural 
tradition which Santa Fe has so long engaged. The 
buildings, the walled courts, patios and the walled 
automobile parking areas were to be loosely curved 
forms similar in spirit to the adobe walls of the 
old city. The scale of the buildings too was taken 
into account, with a balance being suggested be- 
tween the need to create a human-scaled environ- 


ment, and the quite natural urge to have the com- 
plex state that it was the Capitol of New Mexico. 
As with the other aspects of the substituted plan 
literally nothing was said about any of these prob- 
lems. 


As Louis H. Sullivan so aptly said over half 
a century ago, architecture is the perceptive mirror 
of its age. It is depressing to think that, with the 
long tradition of creative activity in so many areas 
of its life, New Mexico is erecting a visual image 
of itself which is nothing else than a pure mid 20th 
century "Architectural Aberration." 
— David Gebhard 


Flatow IN 


Max Flatow, AIA, a principal in the New Mexico 
firm of Flatow, Moore, Bryan & Fairburn, Archi- 
tects, has been named to an advisory panel of promi- 
nent architects by General Services Administration 
Administrator Lawson B. Knott, Jr. The members of 
the panel are to advise the GSA on the design of pub- 
lic building projects, and are to be asked to de- 
velop criteria for the evaluation and selection of ar- 
chitects for projects undertaken by GSA. 


amed to National Panel 


Mr. Flatow's architectural firm has designed the 
newest federal building in Albuquerque and is cur- 
rently completing plans for a federal building in 
Gallup, N. M. The two other architects appointed 
to serve on the advisory panel with Mr. Flatow are 
Charles Luckman, AIA, and Henry L. Wright, FAIA, 
both of Los Angeles, California. 
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AIA Student Scholarship 


A student at the University of New Mexico 
Department of Architecture is the recipient of two 
scholarships awarded for the 1965-66 academic 
year by The American Institute of Architects. 

Donald Alfred Kruger of 125 E. Marquette St., 
Berlin, Wisc., received a $400 Waid Scholarship and 
a $500 Ruberoid Scholarship. The Waid Scholarship 
comes from the Waid Education Fund established 
by Dan Everett Waid and administered by the 
American Institute of Architects. The Ruberoid 
Scholarship is one of 20 given annually by the 
Ruberoid Company through the AIA Foundation. 

Kruger was selected as a recipient by AIA's 
Committee on Scholarships, headed by S. Elmer 
Chambers of Syracuse, N. Y. The committee award- 
ed a total of $53,800 in scholarships for 1965-66 for 
advancement of architectural education. 
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EMPIRE BLOCK COMPANY, Inc. 
Santa Fe 
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We invite you to consider us as 
your concrete headquarters 
Albuquerque's Quality Concrete. 


Albuquerque Gravel 
Products Company 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 


600 John St., SE Phone CH 2-5265 


OUR 28TH YEAR CLIMATE DESIGNING 
PAINT FOR THE SOUTHWEST 


HANLEY’S and the 


. N EWWORLD 
š aN or COLOR 


IN ARCHITECTURAL 
QUALITY PAINTS 


SUNFOE 
AMBASSADOR 


HANLEY PAINT MFG, CO., INC. 


EL PASO, TEXAS ALBUQUERQUE 
PH. 532-6921 NEW MEXICO 
755-9821 PH. 265-1524 


ROOF DECK 
FOR THE 
LIGHT MINDED 


Zonolite® Insulating Concrete in roof 
decks weighs up to 50% less than gypsum 
... 1/6 as much as structural concrete. 
It's applicable with form boards, galva- 
nized centering, or pre-stressed concrete 
systems. You get incombustible, perma- 
nent monolithic decks plus insulating 
value which saves money on heating, 
cooling equipment. 

Another happy thought.We certify it will 
be applied as you specify— exactly. Call 
your Zonolite representative for details. 


WIR ORAGE AGO: 
Southwest Vermiculite Co. 
5119 Edith Blvd N.W. Albuquerque, N. M. 
345-1633 


Metal company. 


7 


Direct Factory Dealers for 
LENNOX 


Heating and Air Conditioning 


t call 268-3351 for Ed Miller at Miller Metal 
Company or the territory manager for LENNOX 


Bob Vetterman ct 265-0417 for an appointment 


MILLER METAL COMPANY 


Albuquerque, N. M. 87108 
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A current popular song, written by Tony Hatch 
and published by Leeds Music Company, introduces 
this article about the largest downtown in New 
Mexico. The central core of Albuquerque is not what 
it should or could be. What can be done to put 
things right? 


ALBUQUERQUE - DOWNTOWN 


"Everything is better when youre downtown” 
provokes a smile, doesn't it? And if it suggests yes- 
teryear, it is also faintly nostalgic, for it conjours 
up an awareness of something good which has been 
lost. The old-fashioned downtown provided a fes- 
tive environment which somehow invested events 
that took place there with a special significance. 
Downtown was the ceremonial as well as the 
commercial center of the community. Even in small 
towns, events that took place here did indeed take 
on a meaning and importance that they would 
have lacked in the suburbs. 


During the last twenty years our modern cities 
have somehow tended to lose that important core 
which traditionally provided the focus and center 
of urban life. Still more recently, however, the de- 
vasting effects of a center-less urban sprawl have 
begun to be noticed by architects, sociologists, and 
other people of perceptive awareness. Today, plans 
are afoot and projects have begun to appear which 
will counteract the flight from the downtown. 


In Albuquerque an organization known as Al- 
buquerque-Downtown has been created which co- 
ordinates efforts of city government, downtown 
merchants, and local architects to revitalize the 
old downtown. Albuquerque-Downtown is alerting 
the entire city to the problems and importance of 
a vital core area, and it is developing methods for 
implementing this rejuvenation. 


Consciously aware of the dangers of remote 
and utopian plans, no matter how beautifully de- 
signed. Albuquerque-Downtown is looking for prac- 
tical solutions and grass roots support. Several 
original and fruitful approaches to the problem of 
planning have been evolved. One method of opera- 
tion which is proving successful is a series of "skull 
sessions” between Albuquerque-Downtown staff and 
anyone interested in seriously discussing the plan- 
ning problem. As of this writing, over one hundred 
people have spent considerable amounts of time 
with the technical staff. The interests of these 
people range from political science and sociology, 


Nostalgia 


as in the case of several protessors trom the Uni- 
versity of New Mexico, to traffic engineering and 
marketing. Official organizations such as the Urban 
Planning Committee of the American Institute of 
Architects, the American Society of Civil Engineers, 
the Special Property Owners’ Advisory Committee, 
the Design Review Group, and the New Mexico 
Association of Planners have all contributed sig- 
nificantly to an understanding of the best avenue to 
pursue. Secondly, in a positive move to reverse 
the tendency that is all too prevalent in America 
today to employ "outside experts," the Albuquerque 
Metropolitan Development Committee, a group of 
civic leaders appointed by the City Commission, 
required that the designers charged with plans for 
the new downtown core be local practioners. It 
also required that full use be made of data which 
had already been gathered or prepared by the City 
Planning Department. Since time is of the essence, 
there is an obvious advantage in having a technical 
staff which, being "on the spot" can continue to 
work toward ever better planning solutions at the 
same time that the plan is being explained to the 
public and early stages of work implemented. 


"Why have a downtown?" This often-posed 
question is a complicated one to answer because the 
issues involved concern a way of life. It is a very 
personal matter. Normally, we do not argue about 
cities; we simply accept them. The obvious increase 
in the number of city dwellers indicates that we 
approve of cities. We settle in or near a city to 
obtain a job, to send children to school, to receive 
police and fire protection, and to shop conven- 
iently. We take cities so much as a matter of course 
that we seldom stop to ask ourselves what the city 
does or should contain and provide. 


Arguments for a downtown should be made 
along the lines of the relationship of a downtown 
to all areas other than downtown, what a city needs 
in order to more than barely survive, and where 
these things should be located. With the use of the 
automobile, it is possible to have a branch of almost 
everything. But where is the trunk which supports 
these branches? We have branch banks, stores, tele- 
phone exchanges, and the like, but their main 
offices, the "trunks" are in one place; by tradition 
and because of economy and convenience, they are 
downtown. Where are our branch natural, historical 
and anthropological museums, our branch repertory 
theatre, our branch concert hall? Most cities cannot 
afford them. As a matter of fact, we in Albuquerque 
do not seem to want to provide even these main 
institutions for ourselves. But let us be theoretical 
and say that we did, if only for our children. Then 
where should these main institutions be located? 
By tradition and because of economy and conven- 
ience, they must be downtown. 


We have become disillusioned with our down- 
town. The reason is simple. Historically, the major 
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land use of a city was commercial or retailing. 
Other activities grouped around the stores. Then, 
spurred on by the automobile, low interest loans 
and tax advantages, the vast low-density housing 
areas emerged on the periphery of the core, and 
the retail stores soon moved to the center of these 
areas, creating a new building type — the regional 
shopping center. Downtowns could not compete 
with these new clean facilities. Downtowns, there- 
fore, began the slow deterioration process which 
has left them in need of repair and renewal. 


Albuquerque-Downtown is a private planning 
organization with technical staff. Created at the 
suggestion of the Urban Planning Committee of the 
Albuquerque Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects and sponsored by the Albuquerque 
Metropolitan Development Committee (AMDEC) 
as well as the Albuquerque City Commission, in 
November of 1964, the purpose of Albuquerque- 
Downtown is to prepare a comprehensive long-range 
plan for the development of the core area together 
with suggestions for implementing it. The comple- 
tion date for the initial phase, the preparation of 
the plan, is scheduled for January, 1966. Staff mem- 
bers are Ronn Ginn, AIA, Supervising Architect; 
Charles Quinlan, AIA, Coordinating Architect; 
Maria Blachut, Senior Planner; Jack Barkley, De- 
lineator; Joe Ehardt and Eugene Bebermeyer, drafts- 
men (part-time) from the Department of Architec- 
ture, UNM; and Rosemary Winkler, Executive Secre- 
tary. Financial responsibility for Albuquerque- 
Downtown is assumed by the downtown property 
owners via assessment on a fair-share basis super- 
vised by AMDEC. The salaries of the Senior Plan- 
ner and the Executive Secretary as well as office 
expenses are defrayed by the City of Albuquerque. 


Development of the core plan was begun by a 
detailed review and evaluation of existing informa- 
tion. Noted was the sizeable investment which al- 
ready existed in public utilities, property improve- 
ments, acquisition of rights-of-way, and the like, 
Two years ago, the Downtown Association, an or- 
ganization of businessmen, with the advice of the 
AIA’s Urban Planning Committee, sponsored the 
construction of an accurate “as-is” model of the core 
area. The Albuquerque-Downtown staff applied 
standard architectural criteria to all buildings in the 
core area and, for reason of structural or functional 
inadequacies, removed many buildings from the 
model. Once this was done, a pattern of “activity 
generators’ emerged. An activity generator is an 
area, which by virtue of its location and complex 
of buildings, has the ability to continue to grow 
and exert influence on its surroundings. Albuquer- 
que's core has two such activity generators: One, on 
the north edge, is composed of the Municipal Office 
Building, the Bernalillo County Court House, and 
the soon to be completed State Office Building. This 
area has been named the Metropolitan Center. The 
second, directly to the south, is the Federal Center. 


This generator is made up of the federal buildings, 
the Simms Building and the Bank of New Mexico 
Building. Surrounding both these building com- 
plexes are support facilities which consist of res- 
taurants, smaller office buildings, parking facilities, 
automotive service stations and the like. 


The proposal for the core development, which 
is to be completed by 1985, calls for the phased de- 
velopment of a third activity generator. To be known 
as the Gateway Center, this complex will be com- 
prised of a convention center and display area, park- 
ing facilities, railroad passenger accommodations, 
facilities for local and interstate buses, helicopter 
service to the Sunport, a major hotel, and a new 
YMCA for the benefit of the downtown worker. The 
purpose of the location of this new center in terms 
of long-range planning is two-fold: Adjacent to and 
partially over the Santa Fe Railroad tracks, it serves 
to eradicate the visual and growth barrier created 
by the tracks themselves; secondly, its location in 
relation to the Metropolitan and Federal Centers 
establishes a growth potential. Retail stores, provided 
primarily for people who work downtown in one of 
the three activity generating centers, will occupy the 
triangular zone between the three areas. Here we 
are recognizing that commercial activity in the core 
area will never again serve in its historic role as the 
prime activity generator, and that it will thrive as an 
adjunct to and by virtue of its location between 
other generators. 


As urbanites, we have placed few demands upon 
our city. Whether caused by general apathy, tele- 
vision or our so-called troubled times, we have seen 
fit to defeat bond issues for an art museum, failed 
to provide adequate housing for the Albuquerque 
Symphony, failed to provide even mediocre facilities 
for our libraries, and have given only token support 
to our legitimate theatre. In other works, Albuquer- 
que is one of many cities where both the spirit and 
the substance of the "great society" have gone un- 
noticed. 


The proposal by Albuquerque-Downtown for 
core development and the support it has thus far 
received do suggest that an awakening is taking 
place. Albuquerque has begun to be aware of the 
financial advantages as well as the true amenities 
of a city. The location for the phased development of 
a cultural area is in the general vicinity of Gold 
Avenue extending from the Gateway Center to the 
Federal Center. 


With the gradual development of these centers 
and the subsequent revitalization of retail trade it 
would not take real property developers long to rec- 
ognize the market potential in housing facilities 
around and even within the core. As families move 
toward the center once again, downtown would go 
off the "eight-to-five" schedule. 


"Pilot Projects" are small portions of an overall 
plan which, because of their size and location, can 
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The Federal Center includes the 
newest Federal Office Building, 
which is pictured here in the ex- 
treme upper right corner, the 
Simms Building, and the Bank of 
New Mexico Building. Indicated 
also on the model are the high- 
speed peripheral road system which 
serves the entire core area and the 
tower automatic parking struc- 
tures. 


The Gateway Center, located ad- 
jacent to the Santa Fe Railroad 
tracks, includes transportation fa- 
cilities for the railroad, munic- 
ipal and inter-state buses, and 
helicopter service to Albuquerque's 
airport. Also included within the 
center are convention facilities, a 
new major hotel, and multi-story 
parking structures. The existing 
Alvarado Hotel is to remain and 
can be seen in the upper left cor- 
ner of the picture. The Gateway 
Center forms not only an "activ- 
ity generator" in itself, but it 
creates a tie to the west with 
the existing core area. 


be started and actually completed while the larger 
plan is still being evolved. The attention-getting 
qualities of a pilot project are obvious. Albuquerque 
has already completed one pilot project called the 
"Sidewide," and it has gained national attention. A 


sidewide is essentially the widening of a sidewalk 
into the street, thereby occupying space formerly 
devoted to a line of parked automobiles. Plans for 
the beautification project were prepared by Jose Luis 
Yguado, landscape architect, and were concerned 
with the north side of Central Avenue between Third 
and Fourth Streets. The original idea for the "Side- 
wide" was suggested by John Harvey, an architectur- 
al student at UNM and it called for various color and 
textural changes in the walking surface, various kinds 
of planting areas and benches. Detailed by Yguado, 
built by the City of Albuquerque personnel with 
material purchased by the adjacent property own- 
ers, the "Sidewide" is one part of downtown which 
is pointed to with pride i’ 
by the entire city. One n 
unique feature of the plan 
was the inclusion of a 
kiosk, or small decorative 
stand. Designed by the 
Albuquerque - Downtown 
staff, the kiosk is used by 
the merchants for adver- 
tisement posters. 


Another pilot project in the planning stage is 
"Gold Concourse.” This project calls for the clos- 
ing of Gold Avenue between the two newest federal 
buildings and the installation of trees, benches, and 
a pool This plan was prepared by the Albuquer- 
que-Downtown staff, and liaison work with the fed- 
eral government is being handled by a private ar- 
chitect, Mr. Max Flatow, AIA. Several more proj- 
ects are in the early planning stages and are being 
coordinated by Architect Peggy Hooker, AIA. 


Albuquerque-Downtown, in its proposal for the 
core, is suggesting the location of a rapid trans- 
portation system — this system to be realized per- 
haps ten to twenty years hence. Case histories have 
proven that such a transit system cannot economical- 
ly function unless terminals can be located in the 


center of a densely-populated area. As part of its 
planning and implementation job, AD is working 
with the Governors Committee on Annexation un- 
der the direction of Mel Eaves and with the State 
Department of Planning in efforts to gain the legis- 
lative power to create a regional planning authority. 
Such an authority could aid in the implementation 
of the downtown plan. 


Regional planning is of vital interest to Albu- 
querque-Downtown because of the relationship of 
the core to the supporting communities to the north 
and south. No legislative power exists today to 
create a regional planning authority in the State of 
New Mexico, but its need will soon become ap- 
parent. In the Albuquerque area, such an authority 
would establish major land uses and would recom- 
mend population densities over a three-county area 
stretching from Algodones to Belen and from Route 
10 to the Rio Puerco. 


Success of this first comprehensive planning 
program for Albuquerque is virtually guaranteed 
for a number of reasons. Probably most important 
is the fact that it can be conclusively proven that 
renewal efforts reap financial benefits. Many cities, 
some the size of Albuquerque or smaller, have 
preceded our efforts with successful projects of their 
own. Federal urban renewal and matching local 
funds were used in most cases. In this situation, the 
federal government, in order to anticipate future in- 
creased tax revenues, invests in a city by providing 
up to two-thirds of the land acquisition costs for a 
project. It seems to make good business sense on 
the part of the government to protect its existing 
investments in Albuquerque (roads, public utilities, 
libraries, transportation system, planning grants, en- 
vironmental health, education facilities) by further 
participation with the taxpayers and businessmen 
in the costs of land acquisition for parks, public 
facilities and private development. 


The lethargy of the past generation has been 
costly, both in terms of dollars and culture. We are 
preparing now to live more handsomely and enjoy 
the amenities of urban life. 


Charles W. Quinlan, AIA, Coordinating Architect 


Albuquerque Chapter, AIA 
Urban Planning Committee 


Max Flatow, Chairman 
William E. Burk, Jr. 
John Reed 


Joe Boehning 
Jack E. Fickel 


Miles Brittelle, Jr. 
Wayne Andrews 
Ronn Ginn 
Charles Quinlan 
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The Department of Architecture at the University of New Mexico Has A New Chairman 


After years of faithful service to the University, 
seventeen of them as head of the Department of 
Architecture, John ]. Heimrich hands the chair- 
manship over to Thomas Reed Vreeland, Jr. Mr. 
Vreeland, age 40, married, father of two children, 
graduate of Yale University, comes to Albuquerque 
from the position of Assistant Professor, Department 
of Architecture, University of Pennsylvania and 
from active practice as head of his own office in 
Philadelphia. Prior to entering Yale, Mr. Vreeland 
served three years in the Paratroops from which he 
emerged as a First Lieutenant. In addition to his 
Yale studies, he spent one year painting at the 
Ecole des Beaux Arts in Pe and one year at the 
Sorbonne, Paris, studying French Literature. 


In his final year at Yale, Mr. Vreeland came 
under the influence of the nationally-known archi- 
tect, Louis Kahn, who was then teaching at Yale. 
Upon graduation, he went to work in Louis Kahn's 
office in Philadelphia. * *These were exciting years, 
says "Tim" Vreeland. While associated with the 
Kahn office, he worked on the Trenton Jewish 
Community Center, the Richards Medical Labora- 
tory and Biology Building (both for the University 
of Pennsylvania), the Rochester Unitarian Church, 
and the Salk Research Center in San Diego, Cali- 
fornia. "Kahn has been the dominant influence on 
my thinking to date,” Mr. Vreeland said. 

In partnership with Frank Schlesinger, Mr. 
Vreeland's first individual commission was for the 
Rittenhouse Swim Club in 1960, (Figure 1). Later 
they did the Beachcomber Swim Club for a sub- 


Thomas Reed Vreeland, Jr. 


urban Philadelphia site. Their last joint commission 
was the Therapeutic Research Laboratory for Penn- 
sylvania University, which is now under construc- 
tion. Mr. Vreeland also did a number of private 
residences and oversaw the restoration of an 1824 
house on Society Hill, Philadelphia. He is currently 
engaged in completing a major downtown planning 
concept for Camden, New Jersey under the Urban 
Renewal Program. 

In addition to these commissions, “Tim” Vree- 
land has taken part in a number of architectural 
competitions. Working with Romaldo Giurgola and 
Ehrman Mitchell, he won second place in the im- 
portant Boston City Hall Competition in 1962, for 
which the competitors received considerable nation- 
al publicity ( Figure 2). The following year they en- 
tered the Tel Aviv-Yafo Town Planning Competi- 


1. Rittenhouse Swim Club. Built out 
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tion. A third project, the Coopers Point-Pyne Neigh- 
borhood Competition for Camden, New Jersey, was 
won in cooperation with Oscar Newman. As Vree- 
land explains, "I have participated in a large num- 
ber of competitions in the last ten years. I have 
enjoyed every one of them in spite of the toll in 
money and time which one inevitably pays. I be- 
lieve competitions are in invaluable part of an ar- 
chitects experience and development in which he 
pits himself against the best talents, nationally or 
even internationally, on a completely equal basis. 
Nothing has pulled the work of the Philadelphia 
architects into the world picture as much as the 
high number of winners and near-winners that they 
have produced over the past ten years in local, na- 
tional and international competitions. It is my earn- 
est hope that, increasingly, Albuquerque architects 
and their buildings will become engaged in na- 
tional competitions." 


Mr. Vreeland explains that his experience in 
architecture and planning "has been a concentrated 
urban one, shaped largely by the traditional and 
the contemporary forces at work in Philadelphia. I 
have been involved first hand in the redevelop- 
ment process of a major city. I have witnessed the 
failures and the successes of this process and I 
have come aw convinced that the process is 
necessary. In fact, it is the only one that can do 
the job needed to insure the survival of our major 
built-up areas. When well-administered, as it was 
in several outstanding instances in Philadelphia, 
it results in a superior and highly consistent archi- 
tectural and social ambiance; this is almost im- 
possible to achieve in any other way." 


"The reconstruction of our cities,” Mr. Vree- 


2. Boston City Hall. 


land goes on to say, "is clearly only half of the 
problem. Vast areas of the world await develop- 
ment and colonization by future populations. Our 
new settlements need to be designed along lines 
very different from those molded by earlier tradi- 
tions in order to accommodate the new, emerging 
patterns of present and future living. A new ra- 
tional occupation of raw land must be found which 
will best serve the needs of future societies, if we 
are to avoid the wholesale exploitation and de- 
spoiling of the natural landscape. New Mexico is 
a superb test case, and it is my intention to orient 
the Department of Architecture towards the study 
of this world-wide problem. 


"This study will be the concern particularly 
of the later years in Architecture and will eventually 
lead to the establishment of a graduate program in 
land planning and development. Meanwhile, I want 
to intensify the architectural training in the earlier 
years in order to establish a commonly-held, prin- 
cipled and rational approach, to design problems, 
from the design of the individual house up through 
the increasingly complex problems of large build- 
ings, groups of buildings, sectors of cities and cities 
themselves." 

The editors of NMA wish Thomas Reed Vree- 
land, Jr., and the Department of Architecture all 
the success that it is possible to attain. We expect 
that Mr. Vreeland and his students will become an 
exciting and compelling force in the development 
of architecture and city planning in the Southwest. 
We look forward to being pushed and pulled into 
new areas of thinking, and to being challenged into 
producing a better environment for ourselves and 
Our successors. 


— The Editors 


DON J. CUMMINGS CO.. INC. 


ENGINEERING SALES AND SERVICE OF BUILDING PRODUCTS 


WITH THE FINEST IN 


METAL йшй © FEM ES 


e CONTR BUILDING HA 
Yale and TON Distributor 


e HOLLOW 
e ROLLINC 


e TOILET PARTITIONS 


2712 Carlisle, N.E. ө Р. О. Box 3486 


COMMERCIAL KITCHENS 
SALES AND INSTALLATION 


AINLESS STEEL FABRICATION 
COMMERCIAL 
| COLD STORAGE BOXES 


e Albuquerque, New Mexico ө (505) 265-8421 


NOW /N PRODUCTION! AMERICA'S FINEST 
HURRICANE TESTED ALUMINUM WINDOW 
'ENGINEERED TO ELIMINATE BLOWING 
RARE AND DUST 


PASO! YUE SERIES 900 


5 C. DOUBLE HUNG WINDOWS & WINDOW WALLS 


Laboratory Tested In the Official Architectural Aluminum 
Manufacturers Association Conformance test report Paso-Vue 
Windows were proven to allow only .11 cubic feet of air infiltration 
per minute per foot of crack at winds of 25 MPH against the average 
window of .64 cubic feet of air infiltration per foot of crack! 


NEW MEXICO REPRESENTATIVE: MODERN MATERIALS INC. MR. AL GREEN- 910 BROADWAY N.E. ALBUQUERQUE, 
NEW MEXICO PHONE 243-2227 OR PASO-VUE WINDOW CO. P.O. BOX 795 EL PASO, TEXAS. 


Ferreri, Pre 


e Регтапепсу 


and most important 


1900 Menaul Road, N.E. (505) 345-2536 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87106 


Village Inn PANCAKE HOUSE 
Centr | Ave Albuquerque, N. M. 


24 NMA November-December 65 


Serving Southwestern New Mexico P 
and El Paso with | 


Quality Concrete AAasonry Products 


and many allied building materials 


Hollow Metal Doors and Frames Wood and Plastic Folding Doors 


Commercial Hardware Reinforcing and Fabricated Steel 


Residential and Commercial Steel and Aluminum Windows 


Builders Block & Stone Co., Inc. Builders Block & Supply Co., Inc. 


P. O. Box 1633 Roswell El Paso P. O. Drawer FF Las Cruces 
622-1321 532-9695 524-3633 


Members of New Mexico Concrete Masonry Assn. and National Concrete Masonry Assn. 


BLUEPRINT 


New Mexico's only recognized member COMPANY 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION STORE FIXTURES ALBUQUERQUE'S OLDEST BLUE 


PRINT COMPANY — SINCE 1928 


MANUFACTURERS 
BLUE PRINTS 
el I A BLACK & WHITE PRINTS JJ, wap 

N * M PHOTO COPIES KEUFFEL & esser ara 

. ШП CAMERA 

. lew M REPRODUCTIONS 
š А MULTILITH PRINTING LOCATIONS 

Your inquiries earnestly solicited STAZ Ww 

Customcraft Fixtures, Inc. M MERIC. CH 3-3521 
, 


613 San Mateo, N.E. 


1215 Fourth St. N.W. (505) 247-9795 LJ AL 


812 BROADWAY NE e DIAL 242-5221 è ALBUQUERQUE 
ALBUQUERQUE 
SEE MY BOSSI 8 TESTING LABORATORY 


Sub-soil Investigations 
Dam Foundations 


Two Drills and Crews now 
available for Prompt Service 


! d 
BUILDERS! Laboratory Analysis and 


CUT COSTS! Evaluation of Construction Materials 
PROVEN STRENGTH — SELECT LUMBER 


All work done under the supervision 
of Registered Professional Engineers 


ROOF TRUSSES 


INSTANT CABINETS * DOORS * WALL PANELS 


NMA November-December '65 25 


when your plans call for: 


FIBER ROOF DECK MATERIALS 


SPECIFY 


CONWOOD ROOF 
DECK PANELS 


A NEW PRODUCT 
far superior in its field 


and at a competitive price 


REW MEXICO 
MARBLE ARD TILE CO. 


414 Second St. N.W. Albuquerque, N. M. 
P. O. Box 834 * Phone 243-5541 


new mexico architecture nma 


Published bi-monthly, by the New Mexico Society of Architects 


American Institute of Architects, a non-profit organization, 2745-A 
San Mateo Blvd. N.E., Albuquerque, N. M. 87110. 


Editorial correspondence: All correspondence should be addressed to 
John P. Conron, P. O. Box 935, Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501. 
Editorial Policy: Opinions expressed in all signed articles are those 
of the author and do not necessarily represent the official position 
of the New Mexico Society of Architects, A.LA. 

No responsibility will be assumed by the editor or publishing organ- 
ization for unsolicited contributions. Return postage should accom- 
pany all unsolicited manuscripts. 

Subscription rates: single copy 50c; one year $2.50. Second class 
postage paid at Roswell, New Mexico. 

Change of address: Notifications should be sent to N.M.A., Box 18, 
University Station Albuquerque, N. M. 87106 at least 45 days prior to 
effective date. Please send both old and new addresses. 
Advertising correspondence: Requests for information and other cor- 
respondence should be addressed to W. M. Brittelle, Sr., 2745-A 
San Mateo Blvd. N.E.. Albuquerque, N. M. 87110. 


CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS ISSUE 


Dr. David Gebhard, an honorary member of 
AIA, is director of the art gallery, University of 
California at Santa Barbara. He is the author of 
numerous articles and books on achitecture, the 
most recent of which, A Guide to the Architecture 
in Southern California will be reviewed in this maga- 
zine next issue. For the current academic year Prof. 
Gebhard holds a Fulbright Fellowship to lecture on 
architectural history at the Technical Institute in 
Istanbul, Turkey. 


Mr. Charles Quinlan, AIA, has served as Co- 
ordinating Architect for Albuquerque-Downtown 
since its inception almost a year ago. Previous to 
coming to the University of New Mexico to teach 
beginning architectural design, he had studied ar- 
chitecture and city planning at Cornell University. 


arm Member, Architects Regional Magazin Official Publica- 
tions of Units of The American Institute of Architects. 
Martin and Hart, Inc, 
6. Phone 212-LW 4-1290 


National advertising representative: 
West 43rd St., New York City 10 


INDEX TO FIRMS 


Cooperating in the public relation program of the NMA magazine, 
making possible its publication and the page upon which their 
message may be found. 


Albuquerque Blueprint Company 25 
Albuquerque Gravel Products Company 12 
Albuquerque Lumber Co. 10 
Albuquerque Testing Laboratory 25 
American Furniture Co. 22 
Atlas Building Products Co. 5 
Broadway Lumber Co. 25 
Builder's Block & Stone Co., Inc. 25 
Crego Block Co., Inc. 5 
Cummings Co., Inc.. Don J. 24 
Customeraft Fixtures, Inc. 25 
Empire Block Company, Inc. 11 
Executone of New Mexico — 22 
Gibson Lumber Company 8 
Hanley Paint Mfg. € Inc. 12 
Hydro Conduit Corporation 4 
Idealite Company 2 
Kinney Brick Company, Inc. 10 
Miller Metal Co. —12 
Miller & Smith Mfg. Co., Inc. 4 
Monarch Tile Manufacturing, Inc. 20 
New Mexico Marble & Tile Co. 26 
New Mexico Pipe Trades Industry Program 8 
Office Interiors ьн | 
Otto, Edgar & Sons, Inc. = 28 
Paso-Vue Window Co. 24 
Portland Cement Association 27 
Prestressed Concrete Products, Inc. 24 
Southwest Vermiculite Co. — 12 
Southern Union Gas Co. 10 
Stryco Sales, Inc. z 22 
Welch-Erwin Corporation 5 
Wellborn Paint Mfg. Co. w 22 


一 


26 NMA November December 65 


Mt. San Antonio College Library Building. Architects: Austin Field & Fry, A. I. A., Los Angeles, California 
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